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Three classic Richard Sharpe adventuresRichard Sharpe and the Bussaco Campaign, 1811It is

1810 and the French are making yet another attempt to invade Portugal. Facing them is a wasted

land, stripped of food by Wellingtonâ€™s orders, and Captain Richard Sharpe.Richard Sharpe and

the Battle of Barrosa, March 1811In the winter of 1811, the war seems lost. Spain has fallen to the

French, except for Cadiz, now the Spanish capital and itself under siege. Inside the city walls an

intricate diplomatic dance is taking place and Richard Sharpe faces more than one enemy.Richard

Sharpe and the Battle of Fuentes de OÃ±oro , May 1811Richard Sharpe and his men, quartered in

a crumbling Portuguese fort, are attacked by an elite French unit, led by an old enemy of

Sharpeâ€™s, and suffer heavy losses.
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Cornwell's writing remains highly descriptive and easy to read. It contains graphic descriptions of

mutilation and severe wounding and gallons of blood and guts - dead and dying everywhere. This

becomes somewhat tiresome after many pages and I found myself wondering if the descriptions



were being used to pad the content and I tended to become lost in his explanations of some of the

military manoeuvres. Nevertheless, an entertaining read which held my attention throughout, even if

the books are not as gripping as Cornwell's earlier efforts.

If they were not such good yarns,Sharpe novels would be excellent examplesof "soft" History of the

Peninsular War.But History takes a back seat becausewe are there with Sharpe and the lads,

fighting properly hatable adversarieswho being evil meet their deserving end at the end having

troubled greatly our Hero .The smell of black powder is there and the cries and the swordsand the

wicked wounds with blood and gore and Glory.Sharpe triumphs againover adversity and injustice

and we expect a hefty dose of the same in the nextbook.Beware it is addictive.D.V.Kokkinos

Further chapters in the SHARPE/HARPER saga. An excellent, well paced read with a nice blend of

history and adventure. Even though some of these books are "add ins", the author has one this

seamlessly and with humour. I really enjoy the character development of the individuals, combined

with the back-drop of the wider Penninsula War.

As usual, a thoroughly entertaining historical novel combining historical detail with non-stop action.

Up to number 12 in the series. Up to the early hours this morning finishing this one. Highly addictive!

I liked the story, not a glossy, romanticized view of this war. I also like the attention to the

character's flaws, like: getting drunk, being distracted by women, violent behaviors during battle. my

kind of book

I have immensely enjoyed the spell binding story telling and deft characterisation in Bernard

Cornwell's writingHe creates an entirely believable time and space and has great empathy for his

characters.

Great read
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